
2009 Year in Review - Charlene & Tim’s First Christmas Letter 
When this year began, we were living in our apartment with wedding presents stacked up to our 

ears.  We were actively looking for a house and waiting for our favorite to go through the foreclosure 
process so we could get it as a bank-owned fixer-upper.  After months of anticipation, inspections, and 
hourly checkups on the listing websites, we finally closed escrow in early march.  We purchased a 5 
bedroom, 3 car garage home in the heart of Lake 
Forest, within walking distance to all the schools 
Charlene attended while growing up.  We have 
been patient for many years, but are very happy to 
finally be homeowners. 

We immediately jumped into home 
improvement projects, with the help of family and 
friends.  Tim dug a new gas line, tore down a 
temporary wall in the garage, installed electrical 
outlets, replaced roof caps, and ran new sprinkler 
lines in both the back and front yards.  Charlene 
painted 7 rooms and has discovered the fun of gardening, installing a drip irrigation system.  We 
completely tilled and reseeding the back lawn, and pulled a giant olive tree out of the front yard.   

Just in time for his 30th birthday, Tim achieved both of his lifelong dreams.  He got a Jeep and a 
Dog.  The 1984 CJ-7 was purchased from a friend and Tim immediately began making upgrades to it 
including a new fuel injection system, new tires and axles.  Tim enjoyed using his welders to fabricate 
his own roll cage.  The garage has been nicknamed "Man-Land" and is the ultimate workshop.   Tim 
continues working at Knight, and playing with electronics and audio/video equipment, and built an 
18inch subwoofer to use when we project movies on the 20 foot wall in our new living room. 
 Charlene has kept busy this year working at Broadcom, and singing with the Harborlites Chorus, 

now preparing for another competition in Seattle in 2010.  She is 
determined to keep some flowers alive and has taken up gardening, and 
decorating projects throughout the house. The Disney collection had to 
be completely reorganized, and we have enjoyed entertaining by 
hosting several parties this year.  Charlene also redesigned both our 
Halloween and Christmas computer-controlled lightshows this year. 

Our family is growing, but no kids yet.  Pepper, our African 
Grey parrot, has adapted well to the new house and enjoys watching 
wild birds out the window.  For Easter, 
we adopted a California Desert Tortoise 
from Charlene’s grandmother Charlie, 

and named him Yoda.  He eats weeds and lives in an enclosure in our 
backyard.   The newest addition to our family is Domino, a 6 month old 
Australian Shepherd puppy.  She loves to run and fetch and is full of 
energy.  We also now have the title of Aunt and Uncle, as Charlene’s 
brother Steve and his wife Josie had their first daughter, Layla, on October 
18th.  We still enjoy hiking and camping with our Sierra Club friends, but 
we are looking forward to more jeeping and off-road vacations next year.  
Our Christmas light display is now up and plays a show hourly.  If you 
come by to watch, please come up to the door and say hello. 
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Tim, Charlene, Domino, Pepper and Yoda 


