
Work Hard, Play Harder 

Tim and Charlene Kramer – 2010 Christmas Letter 

We are very excited to announce that we will be expanding our 
family next year.  Charlene is pregnant with our first child, which is due 
May 20th.   We will find out the gender after the New Year.   This will be 
Ed and Irene Kramer’s first grandchild, and Ann and Ray Vincent’s 2nd 
grandchild.  We are all very proud and excited for this new addition! 

Tim has been working extra hard this year at Knight.  He is now 
the only person supporting the computer and networking systems at four 
locations worldwide.  The company moved their manufacturing 
department to a new location in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico.  You've probably heard of this city, it's been in the news 
all year.  Tim has made several trips there this year, and reports that it is not as bad as the news makes it sound.  
But thankfully, he does spend the night just across the border in El Paso, Texas. 

Charlene has also been working hard this year.  Broadcom has been doing incredibly well which also 
means more demand for support and projects really pile up.  Charlene has also been working very hard with the 
Harborlites Chorus, as we have spent all year preparing for our International Competition in Seattle!  We did an 
amazing job and scored our highest score ever!   Our Region 21 sisters in Scottsdale, Arizona brought home the 
gold medal after a stunning performance.  We placed second this time, but we are very proud of our performance 

and it was still just as fun as the experience of winning the gold. 

Our big vacation this year was 2 weeks in Utah.   We spent 
several days exploring Zion National Park, and also visited Bryce 
Canyon, and Canyonlands and Arches National Parks.    It was some of 
the most strenuous and terrifying hiking that I have ever done, but the 
incredible views and rock formations were all worth it.   Moab, Utah is 
the ultimate destination for off-road Jeep trails.   We spent a week here 
during the annual Easter Jeep Safari event, in which hundreds of Jeep 
enthusiasts converge to explore these amazing trails.   Of course half of 
the fun and challenge to jeeping is seeing what part breaks and being 

able to fix it mid-trail.   Among many other things, this year we had a brake line burst while going down a steep 
incline.  We also completely destroyed a driveshaft.   Tim and Troy also fabricated a new tail pipe for a clogged 
catalytic converter, in the parking lot of the auto parts store! 

In the summertime, we went on the Dusy Trail in the 
California Sierras.   This was a 3-night overnight jeep trail so 
we camped at different locations along the way.     We drove 
through very remote areas that you cannot get to without a 
well equipped vehicle, and an experienced driver.  Other fun 
activities this year included the Camp Pendleton Mud Run!   
We jogged the hills and firing ranges of Pendleton Marine 
base, swam a shallow lake crossing, and then endured 
several obstacle courses including Mud pits before reaching 
the finish line. 



   This year we continued many Home Improvement projects 
on the house which we purchased last year from foreclosure.   We have 
had the exterior completely re-painted, added brand-new rain-gutters 
and stained the side fence.   On the inside, we have had several 
projects.   We had the living room painted, even though we ended up 
back-rolling the 21-foot tall ceiling ourselves!  We are painting the 
upstairs hallway to match.  We tore down a couple walls and built a 
couple new ones, to fix the flow of the downstairs hallway.   Tim has 
done all of the drywall himself, while Charlene is in charge of the 
painting.    Tim has also removed the old tile flooring, and poured a 
new concrete step in the family room.   We will be laying the new tile 
ourselves.    We have been doing this at our leisure, living with 
concrete floors and drywall dust, but now we finally have a deadline 
that we will need to hit. 

Domino, the Australian Shepherd, continues to be the best dog ever, 
well most of the time at least.   Pepper, the African Grey Parrot, 

celebrated her 10th Birthday this year!    Yoda, the California Desert Tortoise, is already hibernating in his cave 
and should emerge in the spring before the baby comes.   We have made our first big baby purchase, a 2006 Ford 
Expedition!  Since the Ford Explorer is only a 2-door it will 
not work with car seats.    Our Christmas light display will 
be up and running the 2nd week of December, please come by 
and say hi and we will turn on the speakers for you to hear 
the audio synchronization. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Tim, Charlene, un-named Baby, Domino, 
Pepper, and Yoda. 

 


